NORTHWESTERN STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF NURSING
Doctor of Nursing Practice
Program Goals
The Goals of the Doctor of Nursing Practice Program are to:
1. Provide advanced practice nurse leaders with expertise,
specialized competencies, and advanced knowledge required
for evidence-based nursing practice and mastery in an area of
specialization within the larger domain of nursing.
2. Prepare advanced practice nurse leaders to influence, design,
direct and implement change in healthcare practice, education,
and policy through the development of collaborative alliances
to improve healthcare outcomes and decrease morbidity and
mortality in vulnerable populations.
3. Develop advanced practice nurse leaders who contribute to
nursing’s body of knowledge through professional
development and scholarly inquiry into practice, processes, or
outcomes which affect morbidity and mortality in vulnerable
populations.
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Doctor of Nursing Practice
Program Objectives
(Student Learning Outcomes)
The DNP Graduate will:
1.

Integrate nursing science with knowledge from ethics, biophysical,
psychosocial, analytical, and organizational sciences as the foundation
for the highest level of nursing practice.

2.

Critically analyze health care delivery models based on contemporary
nursing science and organizational and systems perspectives to
eliminate health disparities and promote patient safety and excellence
in practice.

3.

Systematically appraise existing literature, outcomes of practice,
practice patterns, systems of care, and health organizations to design
and generate best practice evidence to improve practice and health care
outcomes.

4.

Utilize information systems technology to implement and evaluate
healthcare resources, quality improvement initiatives, and programs of
care that support practice decisions.

5.

Advocate for health care policy which addresses social justice and
equity in all health care settings.

6.

Employ consultative and leadership skills to function on inter-and intraprofessional multidisciplinary teams that work collaboratively to
improve vulnerable populations’ health outcomes.
Synthesize data relevant to clinical prevention and health promotion for
individuals, aggregates, and populations to guide implementation of the
highest level of nursing practice.

7.

8.

Demonstrate advanced practice expertise, specialized knowledge, and
expanded responsibility and accountability in the care, management,
and evaluation of individuals, families, and communities in a specialty
practice area within the domain of nursing.
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