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ACCREDITATION
Northwestern State University is 
accredited by the Commission of the 
Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools (1866 Southern Lane, 
Decatur, Georgia, Telephone number 
404-679-4501) to award associate, 
baccalaureate, master’s, and 
specialist’s degrees.

Northwestern’s College of Education 
and Human Development has 
been continuously accredited 
by the National Council for 
the Accreditation of Teacher 
Education (NCATE) since its initial 
accreditation in 1954. All other 
professional preparation programs 
are recognized as accredited by 
NCATE. This designation describes 
the professional education unit’s 
conceptual framework and provides 
evidence that demonstrates the 
NCATE six standards are met.  

Northwestern State University 
is accredited by the National 
Council for Accreditation of 
Teacher Education (NCATE) 
and the Commission on Colleges 
of the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools (SACS) to 
award baccalaureate, master’s, and 
specialist’s degrees

NOTICE OF 
NONDISCRIMINATION 
It is the policy of Northwestern 
State University of Louisiana not 
to discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, religion, sex, national origin, 
age, or disability in its educational 
programs, activities or employment 
practices.

Candidates must be admitted to Northwestern.
Contact:
Office of Graduate Studies
101 Roy Hall
Northwestern State University
Telephone: 1-800-232-9892  •  318-357-5851
E-mail: graduate_studies@nsula.edu

Visit us on the web at 
http://graduateschool.nsula.edu/

Office of Enrollment Management
University Recruiting
Telephone: 1-800-327-1903  •  318-357-6000
www.nsula.edu/inquiry 

Candidates must be admitted to the M.Ed. or 
Ed.S.program.
Contact:
Dr. Barbara Duchardt, Program Coordinator
Teacher Education Center, Office 104J, Pod D
College of Education and Human Development
Northwestern State University
duchardt@nsula.edu
318-357-5154 

Visit us on the web at http://education.nsula.edu/

Ed.S. in Educational Leadership and 
Instruction

with a Concentration in
Special Education (582G)

The Educational Specialist (Ed.S.) degree in 
Educational Leadership and Instruction is a 
minimum of 30-hours beyond the Master’s degree. 

Pending the applicant’s transcript evaluation, additional coursework may be 
required. All applicants are required to be certified teachers and meet regular 
admission requirements to the Graduate School of Northwestern State University. 

The Special Education concentration is designed to meet the academic and 
professional needs of teachers and administrative school leaders. Candidates must 
hold a Master’s degree and demonstrate advanced knowledge and skills in special 
education. Courses are selected based upon a candidate’s career goals such as 
pursuing certification as a Educational Diagnostician.

Prerequisites to the program include Education 5020 and 5030 or Education 
Curriculum and Instruction 5020 and 5030.

Requirements for the degree include the following:
A.	 Foundations (9 hours)
	 •	 Education 5010 or 5840, Education, 5850, Educational Psychology 	

	 5400
B.	 Concentration Area (24 hours)
	 •	 Special Education courses (Individually prescribed to meet the career 	

	 goals of each candidate; courses must be approved by the major professor.) 
C.	 Application Area (6 hours)
	 •	 Education 5970 and 5980 or Education 5890 and 5990

Why choose Northwestern for advanced education degree?
Founded in 1884 as Louisiana State Normal School for the preparation of 
teachers, Northwestern continues to maintain its reputation as a model for 
excellence in instruction and learning.  Students choose Northwestern because we 
consistently produce outstanding graduates who impact student learning in K-12 
schools.

K-12 classroom teachers value Northwestern as a sharing community of learners 
who recognize the worth of all individuals, value diversity, and foster growth in all 
domains of learning. 

Additional Information


